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Topic:  Superstitions 
Lesson objectives

Structures

First Conditional

Functions

Asking and answering questions

Saying what will happen under certain conditions (if….)

Talking about certain events connecting with superstitions

Skills

To practice reading 

To write about superstitions in our country

Key vocabulary

Ladder, an eclipse, pregnancy, to avoid, relationship, pregnant, to skip
Before class

Make a copy of Recourse 1 for each student

Background information

Superstition is a credulous belief or notion, not based on reason, knowledge, or experience. The word is often used pejoratively to refer to folk beliefs deemed irrational. This leads to some superstitions being called "old wives' tales". It is also commonly applied to beliefs and practices surrounding luck, prophecy and spiritual beings, particularly the irrational belief that future events can be influenced or foretold by specific unrelated prior events.

Presentation 
Teacher: “Have you ever kissed the Blarney stone, fear the number 13, or throw salt toward off evil? 

There are many interesting superstitions all over the world that have been handed down to us by our forefathers.  
What’s the Ukrainian for “superstition”?

We’ll spend today’s lesson working on a very interesting topic – SUPERSTITIONS, BAD LUCK AND GOOD LUCK!”
· Ask the class to look at the pictures and describe what they can see. Have any of them connected some events in their lives with any of these objects?
Exercise 1

Read out what the “superstition” means. 
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Language box 
First Conditional

· Ask students to repeat the sentence from the blackboard after you.
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Draw students` attention to the structure 
Look at the list of the  word combinations  and choose what superstitions bring people good luck or bad luck.  Use The first conditional. 
to  spill salt 

to  open an umbrella in the house 

a  black cat crosses your path 

to  meet or pass someone on the stairs 

to  find a clover with 4 leaves 

to  put new shoes on the table

to  break a mirror

a  baby is born on Christmas Day 

to  hang a horseshoe over the door of a new house 
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Practice 

Exercise 2

· Ask one of the students to read out the example
· Students do this exercise working in pairs

· Check students` answers by asking individuals to read out  the sentences 

Vocabulary

· Ask students to repeat the words in the box after you to practice pronunciation

· Ask one student to read out the words

· Ask students to make simple sentences with these words. 

           Read the words with the  translations
	A wallet

A  bat

An evil

A  nun 

An eclipse

pregnancy

to avoid

relationship

pregnant

treat
skip
	Гаманець

Кажан 

Ворог  

Монахиня 

Затемнення 

Вагітність 

Уникати 

Відносини

Вагітна 

Трактувати 

Перескакувати


Reading

Exercise 3

· Ask students to read out the text “Superstitions in different countries” (Exercise 3)

· Ask students to choose 5 superstitions which they liked.

· Check students by asking individuals to read out the answers.
Superstitions in different countries

        In Greece , people use to carry in their wallet a little bone of a bat, since it's believed to protect from the evil eye. Every typical Greek house has a cactus growing near its door - it saves from troubles. Any Greek knows that if he sneezes, somebody thinks about him. 

       In UK it is believed that you would be lucky if you meet a black cat. Unlucky are those who break a mirror, see a crow. Not one Englishman will open his umbrella near the door or will put his new shoes on the table. 

       Italians think you're lucky to hear a cat sneezing. It's not good if a bird enters through your window. If an Italian sees a nun, he will seek to touch a metal, so that the luck doesn't leave him.

   In Ukraine before traveling a person should sit on their luggage to avoid bad luck. One should not prepare a room for a baby, and buy cloth during pregnancy.   The baby should be born first. 

       It is believed by Romanians that eating the corners from bread will create a good relationship with your mother-in-law. 

Two people breaking a wishbone is said to lead to good luck for the person with the larger piece.

     In Brazil, is very difficult to find a ticket of the Lottery with a final 13 – this is the lucky number. There is another curious belief in Brazil: three kisses on the face of a single girl bring marriage.

In India, there is a superstition that a pregnant woman should avoid going outside during an eclipse in order to prevent her baby being born with a facial birthmark. 

      You’ll bring good luck if you say “White Rabbit” on the first day of the month.

       Chinese Superstitions

3 + 1 = Not Much Fun – In the Chinese language, the pronunciation for the number 4 is very similar to the pronunciation of the word for death.

       In the United States and Europe, the number 13 is the “bad” number that is skipped in building floors and other things, the number 4 is treated similarly in China and other countries such as Japan and Korea. The fear of the number 4 is called  tetraphobia.

Hometask.    Writing a Project.   Find out superstitions from our country. Collect information and pictures.Teacher:   I hope that you won’t spill the salt, you will find a clover with 4 leaves, all the cats in your life will be white and you will see the only sparkling star in the sky!!!! Good luck!
The first conditional. We use the first conditional to talk about a likely situation and its probable result in the future. (real present)





If+ Present 	will+ Infinitive











